An assessment was accomplished, to evaluate the prevalence and incidence of Tylenchus semipenetrans (Cobb.) in district Layyah, in the year 2016. A total of 180 soil and root samples were collected from 60 localities of district Layyah in Pakistan. The analysis revealed that 46.67% of the samples were infested with the nematode. Maximum infestation (61.67%) was recorded in tehsil Chobara followed by Layyah (43.34%) and Karor lal-eesan (31.67%), respectively. In tehsil Chobara nematode in soil ranged from 1,102 to 11,070 per kg of soil and number of females ranged from 274 to 1,202 per gram of root followed by tehsil Layyah and Karor lal-eesan ranged from 918 to 10,430 and 1,018 to 9,854 and females per gram of root ranged from 168 to 857 and 120 to 990 respectively. This information is useful to create awareness about the citrus slow decline disease and for its rapid precautionary measures.
Introduction
During the last few decades, citrus industry has become the largest component of agriculture in Pakistan. Citrus is grown over 199,000 hectares in Pakistan and its average yield is about 2.36 million tonnes. Average production of citrus is approximately 12.78 tons ha -1 , whereas it is possible to get the yield about 18-20 tons.ha -1 [1] . Pakistan stands at 14th position as citrus producer in the world (Source: FAOSTAT). There are various biotic factors which are responsible for reduction in yield like viruses, fungi, nematodes and bacteria. Nematodes infect crops and are responsible for losses of billions of dollars annually [2] . About 50-90% citrus orchards have been infected with Tylenchus semipenetrans in USA [3] . In Pakistan citrus is mainly produced in tropical and sub-tropical areas [4] . The Punjab province is the major producer of this important fruit by sharing 94% and 96% of the total area and production, respectively 
Conclusions
The information received from the survey conducted in district Layyah confirmed the presence of citrus nematode in citrus orchards. The local environment and soil are also suitable for its growth. Moreover, farmers are totally unaware about this lethal pathogen. The results of this study will help the researcher and pest controlling authorities to develop strategies to control this pathogen in order to enhance citrus production in Layyah. 
